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TOWARD WAR AND TOWARD THE TREAT- 
MENT OF CRIMINALS* 


By ExizasetH Durry 
Woman’s College of the University of North Carolina 


In the spring of 1935 the members of the freshman class at 
Sarah Lawrence College were asked to fill out the Thurstone 
attitude questionnaires, “Attitude toward War” (Scale No. ?, 
Form A) and “Attitude toward the Treatment of Criminals” 
(Scale No 9, Form A). The tests were administered only to those 
students having two living parents with whom they made their home. 
The parents of these students were also asked to reply to these 
questionnaires. From ninety sets of parents and daughters thirty- 
eight sets of returns were obtained in which the questionnaires 
were filled out by both of the parents and by the daughter. Two 
additional sets of questionnaires answered by parents and daughters 
were received but excluded from the study because of evidence 
that one of the members of the family had merely copied the 
answers given by another member of the family.’ 

Table 1 presents a comparison of fathers, mothers, and daugh- 
ters on the scale “Attitude toward War”. It will be observed that 
the daughters are most pacifistic and the fathers least pacifistic. 
The mean score of the daughters falls within the range of scores 


* The data for this study were collected, under the direction of the 
writer, by Frances Chapman and Carroll Jones, students at Sarah Law- 
rence College. I am indebted to Dr. Dorothy Rethlingshafer of the 
University of North Carolina, and to Dr. J. A. Highsmith and Miss 
Marion Stanland of the Woman’s College, for criticism of the manu- 
script. 

"In every case where two members of the family had the same scores 
on a questionnaire the answers of the two were compared. In only three 
instances were the answers to the separate questions found to be identical. 
In each of these cases the identity was between the answers of the mother 
and the father. It was found that two of these instances represented a 
wife’s merely indorsing the opinions of her husband. These cases were 
excluded from the study. In the third instance no evidence of such 
duplication of answers was found, and the scores are included in those 
reported. All subjects were, of course, instructed to answer the ques- 
tionnaires without consultation with anyone else. 
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TABLE 3 


COEFFICIENTS OF CORRELATION BETWEEN SCORES 
ON THE SCALE “ATTITUDE TOWARD WAR” 
AND THE SCALE “ATTITUDE TOWARD 
THE TREATMENT OF CRIMINALS” 


Fathers Mothers Daughters All 


r r r r 


Fathers —.62+.10* 
(N38) 


Mothers —50+.12* 
(N38) 


Daughters —.23+.15* 
(N38) 


All -58+.06* 
(N=114) 


Nore:—High scores on the scale “Attitude toward War” indicate a 
pacifistic attitude, while high scores on the scale “Attitude toward the 
Treatment of Criminals” indicate the favoring of severe punishment 
of criminals. The negative coefficients of correlation indicate corre- 
spondence between pacifism and opposition to the severe punishment of 
criminals. 

* Reliability is indicated here by the standard deviation of the coeffi- 


cient of correlation. 


interpreted as “strongly pacifistic”, while the mean scores of the 
mothers and fathers fall within the range interpreted as “mildly 
pacifistic”. The difference between the mean scores of daughters 
and fathers is statistically significant; so is the difference between 
daughters and mothers. The difference between the mean scores 
of mothers and fathers closely approaches. a statistically reliable 
difference. The coefficients of correlation between the scores of 
daughters and fathers, and of daughters and mothers, are negli- 
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gible and statistically unreliable. The coefficient of correlation 
between the scores of mothers and fathers is moderately high and 
statistically reliable. 

Table 2 presents a comparison of fathers, mothers, and daugh- 
ters on the scale “Attitude toward the Treatment of Criminals”. 
The mean score of the daughters falls within the range interpreted 
as “preferring re-education to punishment”; the mean score of 
the mothers is within the range interpreted as “neutral or doubt- 
ful”; and the mean score of the fathers is within the range inter- 
preted as “favoring some punishment”. The difference between 
the mean scores of daughters and fathers is statistically significant; 
the difference between daughters and mothers closely approaches 
a statistically significant difference; and the difference between 
fathers and mothers is somewhat further short of a statistically 
reliable difference. No correlation of any magnitude is found 
between the scores of daughters and fathers, or of daughters and 
mothers, or of fathers and mothers. 


Table 3 gives coefficients of correlation between scores on the 
scale “Attitude toward War” and scores on the scale “Attitude to- 
ward the Treatment of Criminals”. All the coefficients are nega- 
tive, which indicates a correspondence between pacifism and op- 
position to the punishment of criminals. The fathers, the mothers, 
and the group as a whole show moderately high coefficients of 
correlation between the scores on the two scales. The daughters 
show only a low and statistically unreliable coefficient of corre- 
lation between scores on “Attitude toward War” and scores on 
“Attitude toward the Treatment of Criminals”. 


The group represented by this sample may be described as a 
group of wealthy American families. In 1935 they were definitely 
inclined toward pacifism, the daughters being “strongly pacifistic” 
and the mothers and fathers “mildly pacifistic’. The daughters 
in this group preferred “re-education to punishment” of criminals, 
the mothers were doubtful about the question, and the fathers 
favored “some punishment”. 


The attitudes of the daughters showed little agreement with 
those of their parents. The mean divergence of opinion was some- 
what less between daughters and mothers than between daughters 
and fathers. The two parents were in little agreement with each 
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other on attitude toward the treatment of criminals but were in 
somewhat closer agreement on attitude toward war. 

Whatever the factors determining the attitudes toward war and 
toward the treatment of criminals of the groups studied, family 
influences were of relatively little significance, for, with the excep- 
tion of the agreement found between mothers and fathers on at- 
titude toward war, little or no correspondence of attitudes is found 
within the family groups. It is possible that the differences in 
attitudes are due to special educational influences or to causal fac- 
tors associated with age and sex differences. More liberal attitudes 
are frequently found in younger groups, and women are rather 
generally supposed to be more averse than men to war and to the 
infliction of severe punishment. These considerations may account 
for the fact that, on both questionnaires, the mean scores of the 
mothers were intermediate between those of the fathers and the 
daughters. However, it is interesting to note that the two groups 
of the same sex (mothers and daughters) did not show much 
agreement on attitude toward war, while two groups of the op- 
posite sex (mothers and fathers) showed some tendency to agree 
about the matter. In this connection, it may also be noted that 
there is almost no correlation between the attitude of daughters 
toward war and their attitude toward the treatment of criminals. 

For fathers, for mothers, and for the group as a whole, there 
is a moderately high correlation between attitude toward war and 
attitude toward the treatment of criminals. Individuals who are 
pacifistic tend to prefer re-education to punishment of criminals. 
For the daughters, however, this is not the case. Little or no corre- 
lation is found between the attitudes of the daughters toward 
war and their attitudes toward the treatment of criminals. While 
a somewhat lower correlation coefficient might be expected in the 
case of the daughters, since their scores are less widely distributed 
than those of their parents, distribution of scores alone could not 
account for the difference in magnitude of the correlation coeffi- 
cients of daughters and parents. It is possible that the difference 
is due to the fact that the daughters have not yet integrated, or 
generalized, their attitudes to the same degree as their parents. 
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